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2 H 2 Course Objectives :
This course is aimed at familiarising students with the essential skills and knowledge needed to
conduct scientific research. The course begins by examining the fundamental characteristics of the
scientific inquiry, and then introducing the key components in developing a research design, and
introducing several modes of research. An overview of the quantitative methods for data analysis is
also provided by the end of this course. (As a complement, another IPUG course in the next semester
will introduces the qualitative research methodology.) At the end of this semester, students are
expected to be capable of developing a scientific research project for answering a certain social
inquiry of interest to them.
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ANZE4HZE/Course Outline :
Please refer to the syllabus on Moodle (#{ir£%(i) for the details of the weekly reading list,
assignments and assessment.
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Week 1 (20190913 Moon festival holiday HAthOthers
Course introduction; =57 ecture
Week 2 |20190920 _ ' 5 ;ﬁfi. o
Ontology, epistemology and methodology & EmDiscussion
G #H¥ZLecture
Week 3 (20190927
Theory building ' EmDiscussion
1% ecture
Week 4 (20191004 TBA . :ﬁi’ .
=EmDiscussion
Week 5 [20191011| Research ethnics HAtOthers
12 ecture
Week 6 |20191018| Causal relationship N :ﬁﬁ .
=EmDiscussion
=% Lecture
Week 7 |20191025| Research questions N :ﬁi )
=hEmDiscussion
=%l ecture
Week 8 [20191101| Literature review . :ﬁﬁ .
=hEmDiscussion
. #H¥ZLecture
Week 9 (20191108
ee Research design [/ amDiscussion
Week 10 [20191115| Mid-term exam HftrOthers
Conceptualisation, operationalisation, and =02 ecture
Week 11 {20191122 P r OP ’ N iﬁ. :
measurement samDiscussion
=Hi%Lecture
Week 12 |20191129| Experimental studies . ;ﬁﬁ .
=hEmDiscussion
. . . #H¥ZLecture
Week 13 |20191206 -
Quasi-experimental studies -+ Discussion
#HZLecture
Week 14 (20191213| Observational studies N ;ﬁi )
=iEmDiscussion
iz ecture
Week 15 [20191220| Research evaluation N :ﬁi )
=EmDiscussion
. . . . . Pz Lecture
Week 16 |20191227| A brief on quantitative data analysis: lecture session 5 %ﬁ .
=EmDiscussion
. L . . =% Lecture
Week 17 |20200103| A brief on quantitative data analysis: lab session N i& )
=hEmDiscussion
Week 18 [20200110| Final exam HftOthers

=78 = (Evaluation Methods)
(&51+100%;Total 100%)




5 HE(Required Texts) : 1.The Practice of Social Research, 14th Ed. - Earl Babbie -
[ISBN:9781305104945]

HAhz2E&¥k} (Other References) :
1. Kumar, Ranjit. 2011. Research Methodology: A Step-by-Step Guide for Beginners, 3rd Ed.
Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage.

2. Kellstedt, Paul, and Guy Whitten. 2018. The Fundamentals of Political Science Research, 3rd Ed.
New York, NY: Cambridge University Press.

3. Marsh, David, and Gerry Stoker. 2017. Theory and Methods in Political Science, 4th Ed. Hampshire,
UK: Palgrave Macmillan.

4. King, Gary, Robert O. Keohane, and Sidney Verba. 1994. Designing Social Inquiry: Scientific
Inference in Qualitative Research. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press.
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